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Pope Benedict XVI’s decision to
appoint San Francisco Archbishop
William Levada to the post he left
as prefect of the Congregation for
the Doctrine of the Faith received
nearly unanimous praise from fel-
low bishops and clergy and laity,
with the exception of the chroni-
cally complaining SNAP activists,
who pointed to Levada’s failure to
remove known sex abusers in the
priesthood while he was archbish-
op of Portland.

Levada becomes the first Amer-
ican prelate ever to hold such a
high position in the Holy See, and
the post is considered second in
rank after the Secretariat of State.

As archbishop of Portland and,
later, San Francisco, Levada often
found himself in the middle of
public policy debates and intra-
Church controversies on a host of
issues. These issues included right-
to-die legislation, city-mandated
“domestic partnership” benefits for
Catholic employees of Catholic
Charities, the Catechism of the
Catholic Church’s teaching on ho-
mosexuality, Catholic politicians’
support for abortion and euthana-
sia, and Catholic bishops’ support
for a women’s pastoral that exco-

Pope’s New Man At CDF . . .

Archbishop Levada Praised
As Theologian

By PAUL LIKOUDIS

VATICAN CITY (VIS) — The
Holy Father on May 13 appointed
Archbishop William Joseph Leva-
da of San Francisco as prefect of
the Congregation for the Doctrine
of the Faith.

Archbishop Levada is a fourth-
generation Californian, born in
Long Beach on June 15, 1936. Ex-
cept for a three-year interval when
his family lived in Texas, he at-
tended elementary and high
schools in Long Beach, followed
by four years of seminary college
in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles.

In 1958, he was sent to pursue
his seminary formation in Rome at
the North American College, and
took his graduate theological stud-
ies at the Pontifical Gregorian Uni-
versity, receiving a doctorate in
sacred theology magna cum laude.

Following Ordination to the
priesthood in St. Peter’s Basilica
on December 20, 1961, he spent
five years in parish work in the
Archdiocese of Los Angeles, in-
cluding part-time high school
teaching and college campus min-
istry.

After receiving his doctorate, he
taught theology at St. John’s Sem-
inary School of Theology, located
at Camarillo in the Archdiocese of
Los Angeles. During these six
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years he also served as the first di-
rector of continuing education for
the clergy in the archdiocese.

In 1976, he was appointed an
official of the Congregation for the
Doctrine of the Faith in the Vati-
can. During his six years of ser-
vice, he continued teaching theol-
ogy part-time as an instructor at
the Pontifical Gregorian Universi-
ty.

In 1982, he was assigned to be
executive director of the California
Catholic Conference of Bishops in
Sacramento, the public policy arm
of the Church in California. Dur-
ing his two years there, he was
named auxiliary bishop of Los
Angeles, and was ordained with
the title titular bishop of Capri on
May 12, 1983.

Returning to the Archdiocese of
Los Angeles in 1984, he served as
episcopal vicar for Santa Barbara
County until his 1986 appointment
as chancellor and moderator of the
Curia.

On July 1, 1986, he was ap-
pointed eighth archbishop of Port-
land, Ore., and was installed on
September 21.

Appointed coadjutor archbishop
of San Francisco on August 17,

See
“appoints archbishop” p. 7

CHICAGO — Two generations
ago, Budd Schulberg wrote the de-
finitive novel of Hollywood, What
Makes Sammy Run? It described
one Sammy Glick with unremark-
able talents but overweening am-
bition borne of double-dealing,
duplicity, two-facedness, and hy-
pocrisy, enabling him to move to
the top of the heap where better
men had failed. Schulberg escaped
vilification for anti-Semitism for
two reasons: first because he him-
self is Jewish and second because
his book so captivatingly captured
a Hollywood stereotype.

These days, this town’s political
analysts link the book often to one
whom central casting would easi-
ly hire for a reincarnation of an
electoral Sammy, Cong. Rahm
Emanuel. A pediatrician’s son, ris-
ing swiftly from ballet dancer
(though decidedly not gay) to the
guy who toted in coffee for Dem-
ocratic strategists, to fund-raiser
for then States’ Attorney Richard
Daley, to major money-gatherer

for Daley as mayor, to top strate-
gist for President Bill Clinton, to
multimillionaire investment bank-
er, to congressman and member of
House Ways and Means in his sec-
ond term (an unheard of accelera-
tion), to chairman of the Demo-
cratic Congressional Campaign
Committee, Emanuel has applied
all the tricks to propel himself to
the brass ring in his party.

Along the way he has foreclosed
any chance that his party will keep
its old working-class pro-life social
conservatism. Emanuel has few
absolutes, but one of them is to be
vehemently pro-abortion. Howev-
er, last week this city’s Sammy
Glick ran into a glitch just as he
was standing atop his empire
smacking his lips at all he sur-
veyed.

How do I know so much about
Sammy — er, Rahm? I was intro-
duced to him by a newspaper edi-
tor friend shortly after his coffee

See
“threaten career” p. 8

As Kansas officials try to gath-
er evidence against child rapists,
“Many people are recognizing
there seems to be one group in this
nation that seems to believe they’re
above the law,” the abortion indus-
try, a spokesman for state Attorney
General Phill Kline told The Wan-
derer in an interview.

And, spokesman Whitney Wat-
son said, “Planned Parenthood is
the poster child” for the abortion
industry.

Kline has sought information
from Kansas abortion clinics in
cases when the pregnancies were
the result of criminal activity with
minors. Kline’s effort has drawn
scowls from liberal media from
The Los Angeles Times to The New
York Times.

Watson said other states also are
undertaking efforts concerning
abortion providers, with suits filed
in Ohio, Alaska, and Indiana.

Abortion clinics have fiercely re-
sisted providing information that
could lead to criminal action against
rapists victimizing young girls.

Watson told The Wanderer that
Kline isn’t seeking broad access to
personal facts about abortion pa-
tients, but only information that
would aid in criminal prosecution.
The spokesman said a district court
judge would examine records be-
lieved to relate to criminal activi-
ty, and the judge and a guardian ad
litem would determine what infor-
mation the attorney general would
be given.

Even then, Watson said, the
Kansas Supreme Court could
refuse use of the information.

In March, Fox News’ Bill
O’Reilly focused on the reluctance
to provide critical information:
“Are you telling me the Kansas
authorities have no right to inves-
tigate those rapes? Is that what The
L.A. Times and The New York Times
are saying?”

O’Reilly explained that author-
ities said they caught Kansas’
“BTK” serial-murder suspect “be-
cause they obtained the medical
records of his daughter without her
consent, got the family DNA and

linked it to the crime scenes. Thus
Dennis Rader was apprehended
and subsequently confessed to
mass murder. If Kansas authori-
ties were denied the woman’s
medical records, Rader would
not have even been caught and
likely would have continued kill-
ing.

“Does The Los Angeles Times
not understand that? I think they
do,” O’Reilly continued. “But in
the case of abortion they don’t
care. A woman’s right to abort a
fetus trumps the rape of children
and the possible murder of babies
in late term.”

In a February press release from
Kansans for Life, executive direc-
tor Mary Kay Culp said: “When
abortion clinics refuse legitimate
access to abortion medical records,
they are actually guaranteeing the
privacy of those who sexually prey
on children. . . . The real result is
a public declaration of continued
protection for child abusers.”

See
“abortion mills” p. 7

riated the Church for her alleged
mistreatment of women over the
centuries and called for “examin-
ing” women’s suitability for holy
orders.

He also has had to deal with
theological dissent in the Church
and episcopal scandals in Califor-
nia, most notably involving his
neighbor, the disgraced bishop of
Santa Rosa, G. Patrick Ziemann.

At a press conference acknowl-
edging his May 13 appointment,
Levada thanked Benedict XVI “for
the trust he has placed in me to ask
me to take the position that he him-
self filled so effectively for the past
24 years,” adding: “I can only say
that I will do my best to live up to
that expression of trust, with the
help of God.”

Levada recalled that he has
known the Holy Father since then-
Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger was ap-
pointed to the Congregation for the
Doctrine of the Faith in 1981,
when he was a staffer there, on
loan from the Archdiocese of Los
Angeles.

“In 1987,” he continued, “I was
appointed by Cardinal Ratzinger,
whom John Paul II asked to devel-
op the project for a new Catechism

Will “Small Blip”
Threaten Rahm

Emanuel’s Career?
By THOMAS F. ROESER

Kansas Attorney General Acts . . .

Abortion Mills Try To Hide
Evidence Against Child Rapists

By DEXTER DUGGAN

ST. PAUL — A statement on the
www.rainbowsashmovement.com
web site on Pentecost, May 15 said
“we are asking those who support us
in the St. Paul/Minneapolis [Arch-
diocese] not to wear the Rainbow
Sash in Archbishop Harry Flynn’s
Cathedral on Pentecost Sunday. Joe
Murray, the U.S. Convener [of the
Rainbow Sash Movement] said
Archbishop [Flynn] has been very

pastoral to the Rainbow Sash Move-
ment over the years. . . . I [presum-
ably referring to Murray] am there-
fore requesting during this time of
dialogue and prayer that Minneapo-
lis/St. Paul Rainbow Sash Move-
ment members remove their Sashes
until we can clearly [see] why the
Archbishop had a change of heart.”

But that’s not what happened,
even though Archbishop Flynn had

sent a letter dated May 2, 2005 to
local Rainbow Sash organizer
Brian McNeill, telling him that
Rainbow Sashers would no longer
be able to come up to receive
Communion unless they first re-
moved their sashes.

(See “Archbishop Flynn Rebuffs
Sashers. . . . They Want to Receive
Eucharist on Pentecost,” The Wan-
derer, May 12, 2005, p. 1.)

Prior to the noon Mass at the
Cathedral of St. Paul, Sheila Nel-
son, a self-described lesbian from
St. Cloud, Minn., told me she
was unaware of the above Rain-
bow Sash web statement and she
seemed surprised at hearing
about it. By way of explanation,
Nelson pointed to the unstruc-

See
“attempt to receive” p. 6

In St. Paul . . .

Over 100 Rainbow Sashers Attempt
To Receive Communion

By PEGGY MOEN

for the universal Church, to serve
on its editorial committee, a group
of seven bishops whose task it was
to prepare a draft of the Catechism,
conduct a consultation among the
bishops of the world and many
scholars, and develop a final text
under the direction of the commis-
sion of 12 cardinals of which Car-
dinal Ratzinger was president.

“I remember many occasions
when he would unexpectedly join
our discussions, roll up his sleeves,

See
“pope’s new man” p. 8ROCHESTER, N.Y. — The Di-

ocese of Rochester’s Sacred Heart
Cathedral, which Bishop Matthew
Clark insists is the model for Cath-
olic worship for the entire diocese,
was the setting for a bizarre bap-
tismal ritual of questionable valid-
ity on Pentecost Sunday, as Rain-
bow Sashers received Commun-
ion.

Sometimes known as The Coa-
lition in Defense of Church Teach-
ing, the Ushers of the Eucharist,
Rochester chapter, encountered
more than they bargained for.

Members of the Rainbow Sash
had warned the nation that they
were storming the cathedrals and
churches to protest the “homopho-

bic” Pope Benedict XVI, to defy
Catholic doctrine, and to commit
sacrilege in the process. However,
Rochester’s local chapter was very
low key this year, although mem-
bers had been welcomed at Sacred
Heart Cathedral for the last four
years with their red, blue, green,
yellow, and orange sashes wrapped
around their shoulders and waists.

Upon entry to the cathedral atri-
um prior to the 9:30 a.m. Mass, an
Usher of the Eucharist, Rochester
encountered the head usher, Mr.
Stevenson (city councilman), and
Fr. Murphy and stated he was
looking for Rainbow Sashers. He

See
“rainbow sashers” p. 7

VATICAN CITY (VIS) – Renato
Cardinal Martino, president of the
Pontifical Council for Justice and
Peace, on May 17 received Bob
and Mary Schindler, the parents of
Terri Schiavo, the young American
women whose feeding tube was
removed by court order at the re-
quest of her husband at the end of
March, causing her death.

A communiqué released May 17
by the council stated that the
Schindlers, accompanied by pro-
moters of the Association of Mis-
sionaries of the Gospel of Life, are
in Rome to thank Cardinal Marti-
no for his efforts to save their
daughter’s life and to present the
Holy See with the statutes of this
association, recently created to de-
fend life from its conception to
natural death.

Cardinal Martino, noted the
communiqué, in encouraging the
initiatives of this new association,

“recalled the recent very firm po-
sition of Benedict XVI on the oc-
casion of his enthronement on the
chair of St. John Lateran when he
underlined that ‘freedom to kill is
not a true freedom, but rather a tyr-
anny that reduces man to slavery’.”

The cardinal added that this
statement “not only regards abor-
tion and euthanasia, but also the
death penalty, war, terrorism, the
destruction or manipulation of hu-
man embryos, and extermination
through hunger or devastation of
the natural environment.”

According to various media re-
ports, including Reuters, the
Schindlers briefly met the Holy
Father at his May 18 general au-
dience and they gave him a framed
picture of Terri.

Bob and Mary Schindler were in
the front row at the audience and
the Pope greeted them personally
as he passed by.

Cardinal Martino Meets Schindlers . . .

Decries All Violations
Of The Right To Life

Before we begin a brief interpre-
tation of the Psalm we just heard,
I would like to remind you that to-
day is the birthday of our beloved
John Paul II. He would have been
85 years old and we are certain that
he sees us from on high and is with
us. On this occasion we wish to say
a profound thank you to the Lord
for the gift of this Pope, and we
wish to say thank you to the Pope
himself for all that he did and suf-
fered.

Psalm 112 has resounded in its
simplicity and beauty, which
serves as an introduction to the

Pope Benedict XVI . . .

“God Bends Over
Needy And Suffering

To Console”
Pope Benedict XVI dedicated the general audience of

May 18 to a reflection on Psalm 113 (112).

small collection of Psalms that
goes from 112 to 117, convention-
ally called “the Egyptian Hallel.”
It is the alleluia, that is, the song
of praise, which exalts the libera-
tion from Pharaoh’s slavery and
the joy of Israel in serving the Lord
in freedom in the Promised Land
(cf. Psalm 112 (113)).

It was no accident that the Jew-
ish tradition linked this series of
Psalms to the paschal liturgy. The
celebration of that event, accord-
ing to its socio-historical and

See
“general audience” p. 2

Bizarre Baptism Takes Place . . .

Rainbow Sashers
Receive In Rochester

By MICHAEL BRENNAN


